MINUTES OF THE MARY LAKE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
JULY 9, 2011, 9 AM Port Sydney Community Hall
1. Coffee and social time
President Charlie Forret welcomed guests MPP Norm Miller; Councillors Chris Zanetti and Tim Withey; presenter Rebecca Wilson; and representatives of the press.
Mr. Withy reviewed the issue of hours of operation of the locks. He recommended that the MLA encourage the use of this facility. 63 boats passed through the locks on July which was terrific.
2. Minutes of AGM July 10, 2010 : Moved: John Hogg/Ryan Kidd. Carried.
3. Dan Kerr reviewed the annual budget. 
Liability insurance is the highest line item.
Moved to accept: Dan Kerr; Paul Johnson. carried
4. Report Association Business from past year – Charlie Forret
a)Pitman's Bay: the existing building is being refurbished; no new development is planned; there is a new entrance gate to control access to the beach after hours
b)Locks; "If we don't use it, we may lose it !"

c)Gryffin Bluffs: The developers are consulting with the MLA and following the Mary Lake PLan.

d)Goose Problem on the beaches: MLA is working with Parks and Rec. Signs will be requested from the town urging no feeding of the geese on the Port beach.

e) Fish stocking program; Mary Lake: The lake was stocked this spring with trout fingerlings; Whitefish stock will be added in the fall of 2011.

f) Port Sydney dam: No news about hydro generation projects!

g)Thanks to: a) Ryan Kidd for setting the buoys at the river mouth north
b) Thanks to the Board for their support and participation over the past year.

Notes: The Board is looking for a 12th member since Jane Earthy's resignation (Jane will continue with environmental research for the MLA)

5. Guests :
a) Norm Miller is available if issues arrive
b)Chris Zanetti reported: 
-on Community Hall renovations; Summit Centre is fully functional; Unity Plan will help sustain our local environment; The "Cultural Plan" will enhance the economy; $50,000 in grants are available to support new projects.

6. Muskoka Watershed Council, -Rebecca Willison:

a) Land Trust: There are tax benefits for people who donate ecologically sensitive lad to the trust

b)Muskoka Heritage Foundation: a good resource for people seeking information on heritage projects; holds an annual April plant, shrub and flower sale to raise funds.

c) Muskoka Well Aware Program: Will provide home visits to advise on safe and effective management of septics and wells; it is a confidential and free service.

d) Rebecca described effective water testing procedures

e)The Council has developed Muskoka -specific information regarding planting appropriate shrubs , for example, for shoreline conservation.

f) The Council is a good source of information about lake system health.

g) Rebecca reviewed the "Bugs in the Mud" , an on-going scientific project
Jane Earthy is involved in this project on Mary Lake. 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS;

"Watch Your Wake" program:

Wayne Kurtz reported that we must continue to educate boaters regarding speed and routing. "Plane or go slowly" to reduce wake. Wayne urged boaters to use the center of the lake to avoid shoreline impact.
b)MEMBERSHIP:
Elizabeth Hughes reported that we have 108 members, the "highest number yet but it is not as good as it should be". She urged us all to encourage our neighbours to join the MLA.

c) WATER LEVELS:

Paul Johnson reviewed the history of the "battle" over water levels with the Ministry of Natural Resources. The problem is that "over 50% of our shoreline is soft" and is adversely affected by high water.
The Ministry "tends to err on the high side" because of the demands of hydro downstream. 
Regarding fish stocking and breeding: Paul reported that trout spawning beds are used by MNR as a reason to keep water levels high.

D. WATER QUALITY:
Jane Earthy asked for 2or 3 volunteers to help with "Bugs in the Mud" research project on July 25. She reported that the current Secchi readings were poorer last year, probably due to rainstorms in the spring. The normal Secchi reading for Mary Lake has been 3.5 metres ; last year it was 2.7 metres. 

8. SPECIAL PRESENTATION TO JANE EARTHY:
Ryan Kidd presented Jane with a beautifully framed photo of the Muskoka River taken from the dam and thanked Jane for her 14 years of service as a Director on the MLA Board.

9. Ryan also spoke about his book, the "Newcomers" , a history of Port Sydney settlers. The book is on sale at Zanetti's General Store.

10. BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2012;

PRESIDENT: Charlie Forret
VICE PRESIDENT/TREASURER: John Woodcroft 
PAST PRESIDENT: Ryan Kidd 
SECRETARY: Dave Scott
Mike Greenfield
Elizabeth Hughes
Mary Ann Hand
Wayne Kurtz
John Hogg
Dan Kerr
Shig Nakamoto

11. Moved: Ryan Kidd; seconded; D Scott; That the actions of the board, 2010-2011, be approved. Carried.

12. A show of hands favoured JULY 21, 2012.
UPDATE: NEXT YEAR, THE AGM WILL BE HELD ON JULY 14, 2012.

13. AJOURNMENT
Number of people in attendance: 70




