What you can do about extreme weather- A cottagers Guide
Extreme Weather is now part of our lives and we are going to have to live with it. 
So What can you do? Here are 12 suggestions. 
There will be 12 more in your next issue of our Newsletter. 
1.Protect natural areas that can hold back water in Spring.
2.Prevent top soil removal.
3.Avoid tree cutting.
4.Obey fire control warnings.
5.Have an emergency evacuation plan.
6.Have a 72 hour supply canned goods.
7.Know your hydro emergency numbers.
8.Get your air condition serviced before summer.
9.Check your elderly neighbours after bad weather.
10.Check that you are insured for flood damage on your cottage.
11.Threatening weather..listen to local Radio & TV for flash flood warnings.
12.Watch local weather radar.. https://weather.gc.ca/radar/index_e.html?id=WBI
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[bookmark: _GoBack]13.Have a basement/ Make sure that your sump pump is working and that you have batteries.
14.Did you know that disaster relief usually only covers primary residences.  
15.Keep your shoreline natural to protect your property.
16.Use climate-smart building materials.
17.Building an addition. Use tornado tie downs on the roof.
18.Clear your culvert out.
19.Use lake water..have some water stored in case lake water is unavailable.
20.Be aware that heavy winter snowfall relates to high spring runoff.
21.Are you on a flood plain? These areas need special precautions.
22.Get your car out in advance if your road is susceptible to erosion. 
23.The more you pave your surroundings,(house driveways etc.) the more runoff you’ll have.
24.Make sure downpipes lead water away from your cottage.
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25.Have personal mementos and pictures stored high
26. Remove dead stumps, logs, and branches from your forest floor
 27.40% of floods occur in April and May..do you have someone to check your cottage?
28. On Friday August 4, 2017 there were two tornadoes in the Muskoka region. 
Do you have a safe spot in your house? 
29.Small scale storms travel rapidly..turn your local Radio & TV on.
30.100 year floods are occurring more often. Do you know what they threaten in your area?
31. Store vulnerable floats and watercraft away when you leave.
32.Be aware of smartphone Apps like Radarscope
33.Check surface drainage around you cottage.
34.Check ..high water can lift boats off their lifts and damage boathouses 
35.Wake boats can cause more shoreline damage when water is high.
36.Know your municipal enquiry line numbers.
37.Allow first response vehicles access on cottage roads 
